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| . _. -Deliverd ra the 
CLERGY, e 
HE Divine Diſpenſation, 

by the Appointment of 
our Right Reverend Dio- 
ceſan, having placd me 
in this Office and Station 
1 agmongſt you; | make it 
my firſt Requ-it ro you, my Reverend 
brethren, that we may all of us, with an 
unanimous Concern, uſe our Joint Erndea- 


yours for the Maintenance and 5upport of 
Sal i A A the 


— — — 


(4) 
the true Intereſts of that holy Apoſtolical 
Religion which we of the Reform d 
Church of Angland do profeſs. 
look upon theſe Meetings to be the 3s 
Remainder of the ancient Dioceſan Sy- 
nods, in which the Affairs of the Church 
us d to be manag'd by a common Con- 
ſultation, according to ſuch Laws and 
Rules as had bcen agreed upon by larger 
Synods. or directed by ſuperiour Autho- 
rity; and in which all Grievances, Irregu- 
larities, Enormities, or Deſects whatſoever 
us' d to meet with a ſuitable Redreſs. 
cannot ſuffer my ſelf to enter upon the 
Suppoſition, that we ſhall meet with much 
Employment of the latter kind amongſt 
you, my Reverend Brethren, whilſt bes. 
ing and Piety, and all the Qualifications 
neceſlary for the Support of the Sacred 
Polity, do ſo eminently flouriſh in the 
Engliſh Clergy. even to the Envy of the 
Chriſtian World: and therefore do deſire 
to meet you always in the Synodical Ca- 
pacity. that by our joiat Conlultations 
we may be better enabled, wirhin thoſe 
Limits committed to us, to communicate : 
our Thoughts with one another, and by 
raking ſweet Counſel together, enter into 
the Houſe of God as Friends. 


The 


Td 


. The Difficulty of the Times, the Mi- 


litant State of the Church, the Number, 
the Power, the Variety, the Subtlety of 
her Enemies are ſuch, as do require the 


beſt collected Strength we have to be 


able to ſtand this ſpiritual Warfare, and 


having done all, to ſtand. Our holy 
Labour in this kind, as I am ſure it will 


be acceptable, ſo I hope may be in ſome 
Meaſure ſubſervient ro eaſe that great 


| Burden which lies upon our Superiors; 


and if we can be uſeſul to the curing 
thole Diſtractions which are thrown in 
among our People, we may by thar 
Means make the Wheels of Government 
move more eaſie both in Church and 
State | | 7 | 
Upon this View it is I would at pre- 


I ſent offer to your beſt Thoughts ſome 
few Hints which, | bope, may be uſe- 
fully improv'd by you, towards the ſet- 

tling and quieting a Controverſie thrown 
in among us, concerning Church-Powers 
and the Exerciſe of them, which does 


ſenſibly affect the Peace of our holy 


Communion, and diſturbs the Minds of 


even very many good Men. 


It is aſſerted on one Hand, that there 


are no Powers in the Church, but what 
1 ns 


—— — —f 


w r —— 


| -C6YT. 
are deriv'd to it by the Civil Authority: 
Others affirm ſuch an independent Power 
to the Church as does necellarily inter- 
fere with the Divine Commiſſion granted 
to the ſecular Magiſtrate : The firſt of 
theſe deny to God that which is God's, 
the other deny to Ceſar, that which is 
Ceſar's. To ſet our ſelves right therefore 
between theſe interfering Claims, we 
may, | think, uſefully conſider theſe Mat- 
ters following, 


Firſt, When our Saviour Jiftinguiſherh 
his Kingdom from the Kingdoms of this 
World, it is, I think, very evident he 
docs aſſert a Kingdom to himſelf. The 
Aflairs of which muſt be govern'd in a 
different Manner from thoſe of the Tem- 
poral Powers; and the Difference will 
beſt appear from a diſtin View of thoſe 
Ends, for the compaſling of which, theſe | 
Powers were granted. 

'Tis agreed on all Hands the two 
great Ends of God Almighty's Creation 
were, the Manifeſtation of his own Glo- 
ry. and the Happineſs of his Creatures. 

The Glory of his Majeſty ſtands fixt 
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i from everlaſting to everlaſting, and we 
| can neither add to, nor diminiſh from 


— LE DE 
it. Tis our only Duty to make our 
Acknowledgments of it: that is the ſo- 
lid Foundation of religious or ſacred Po- 
lity. By 
| Pur the other End, the Happineſs of 
the Creature, though it was as fixt in 
God Almighty's Deſignment, as his own 
Glory, and the Fulneſs of it does con- 
ſiſt in the glorious Enjoyment of him; 
yet the Nature of a rational Creature, 
his very Conſtitution ſhews him to-be 
capable of a double Notion of Happineſs, 
for he partakes of both Natures, the mor- 
tal and the immortal, and therefore may 
be happy in the Enjoyment of God Al- 
 mightry's Bounties, Bleſſings, and Favours, 
in this Life; and by a good Uſe of them 
may hope for the glorious Reward of ever- 
laiting Happineſs in another. This points 
s out the diflerent Functions of the 
Ci and Sacred Polity: one is to govern 
us in the Enjoyments of God's Bleſſings 
in this i te, the otber to direct and con- 
guct us to the Enjoyment of them in ano- 
et, and both ro terminate in che full 
e compleat Happineſs of the Crea- 


8 85 F 80 


This 


Ruine and Milery. 


2 
This, upon the Suppoſition of Man's 


continuing that upright State of Nature 


in which he was created, might have con- 
ti nud both Offices in the ſame Perſon, 
and accordingly we find in the earlier 


Ages of the World, they both of them 


followed the Primogeniture or Civil So- 


veraignty, as both ſacred and prophane 


Hiſtory bear Witneſs, Melchiſed ch was 
King of Salem, and Prieſt of the miſt High 


Rex Anius, Rex idem hominum, Phetiq, ſacer- 
dos. „ Virg. 


But the Corruptions of natural Religi- 
on. the Deviations of it into Idolatry, 
and conſequently Atheiſm and Irreligion, 
brought on the Neceſſity of ſuperinducing 
a politive. inſtituted, or revealed Reli- 
gion, to ſecure the great End of the 
Creatures Happineſs; and had not God 
Almighty been pleas d of his great Mer- 
cy to give us the gracious Favour of a 


gratuitous Redemption, Mankind muſt ne- 


ceſſaril) have fallen ſhort of the great End 
of their <verlaſting Happineſs, and muſt. 
as neceſſarily have ſunk into everlaiting 


This 


CSS 
This therefore being ſuperinduc d up- 


on the natural Scheme, could not pro- 


ceed from the Will of Man; for the ut- 
molt Skill and Abilities of humane Na- 
ture could not either have contrivd, or 
compaſs d the Deſign of a gratuitous Re- 
demption, and therefore we find it the 
firſt Promiſe given to Mankind, the Seed 
of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's 
Aal. . 1 
Upon this Account it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that the Powers requiſite for con- 
veying to us the Benefits of ſuch a Re- 
demption, muſt depend upon the poſitive 
Inſtitutions of the Kevealers Will, and if 
we think the Benefits and Favours of 
God our Redeemer to be worthy our 
Acceptance, we mult be content to take 
them in his own Way, _ > 
This is fo agreeable to the common 
Reaſon of Mankind, that in ail the my- 
ſtical or inſtitured Religions, even of the 
Heathen World, there were Powers, Per- 
ſons, Places ſeparated for the Uſe of Re- 
ligion, different from the common and 
prophane; and to ſhew it to be a ral 
Dictate of Nature, ve find it actually true 
in the Prieſts of Fgpt in Joſeph's time, e- 
7 = 


: q lo) 
ven before the actual Separation of the 
Tribe of Levi by God himſelf. 
Wherever therefore the Inſtitution de- 
pends upon a divine Revelation, there the 
Powers neceſſary for conveying to us the 
Benefits of that Inſtitution, muſt be of di · 
vine Authority, originally deriv'd from 
the Will of the Inſtitutor, and continu'd 
to us by ſuch Means, as he himſelf is 
pleas d to appoint for the Conveyance of 
them; and all the Civil Soveraign in this 
Caſe has te do, is only this, That when 
he is perſwaded and convinced of the 
Truth of the Revelation, his Duty to 
God his Maker, and to God his Redeem- 
er, will oblige him to the Protection of 
thar Truth. which he is ſo perſwaded and 
convinc'd of; for the Extent of his Office 
even upon natural Principles, reaches the 
Care of Religious Truth, as well as Civil 
Peace. 

Thus we ſee even by the Nature of the 
thing, there is and muſt be in all divine- 
iy inſtituted Religion, an independent 
Power granted to the Officers of it for 
the Conveyance of its Benefits to Man- 
kind, which is not, cannot be deriv'd from 
the Civil Magiſtrate, but yer when em- 
bracd by him, is entirld to his Care and 
Protection. This 


1 
| This our Laws acknowledge in many 
Inſtances both in the earlier and later 
Times of our happy Reformation, and 
thus we piouſly and orthodoxly acknow- 
ledge our Civil Soveraign to be the Su. 

preme Governour in all Cauſes, and over 
all Perſons, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Tem- 
poral. For theſe are not thwarting or in- 
terfering Powers, but ſuch as mutually 
conſpire to the great End of Man's Cre- 
ation, the Peace and Happineſs of this 
Life, and the more deſireable Peace and 
Happineſs of an everlaſting Life. | 
An independent Power therefore in the' 


ſacred Polity does nor, in the Nature of it, 


include any thing that is contrariant to the 
Powers of the Civil; for we ſee, when by 
the Neceſſity of politive Inſtitutions they 
were ſeparated, yet they were ſtill ap- 
pointed for one common End, the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. 

When therefore our great Redeemer 
came to give the World the laſt Reforma- 
tion by his everlaſting Goſpel, we find 
both by his Commands, and by his Ex- 
ample, he ſo aſſerted the Divine indepen- 


dent Powers of the ſacred Polity, as to 


make them uſeful to the Support, not 
n to the Overthrow of the Civil; 
B 2 "uy 


"I'S 3 
chis was a the Practice of his A- 
poilles. and has been the common Maxim 
of all true orthodox Chriſtianity. 
Io inſtance only in two of the great- 
eſt Reformers of the Civil Authority. It 
was Juſiinian's Maxim concerning the 
Sacred and Civil Polity. Ia backes Y Te 
arlpuave cuSer foils, The Livine and 
Humane Powers mujt concur. And our 
Henry the Eighth, in his Preface to the 
| Statute of Appeals, when he has diſtin- 
guiſh'd the Powers of the *pirituality and 
the Temporality, makes this his Maxim, 
That both their Authorities and uriſgi- 
ctions, do conjoin together, in the due Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, the one to heip 
the other. 

And therefore 1 hall conclude this Point 
with this Aſſertion, That thoſe who would 
make the independent Power of the Sa- 
cred Polity an Enemy to the Civil, do 
not underſtand the Nature of it, and 
thoſe who are ſo bold as to deny it, deny 
to God that which is Gods. 


Bur Secondly, On hs orher Hand, theſ: 
who aſſert ſuch an independent Power to 
the Church, as makes jr interfere with 


the Divine Commiſſion granted to the 


- 


e 
ſecular Magiſtrate, deny to Ceſar that 
which is Cæſars. 
Cbriſtianity is ſaid ro have entered the 
World as the Soul does the Body, with- 
out any Alteration of its Parts, only with 
this Addition, that by actuating of it; it 
brings new Life, adds freſh Vigour and 
Strength to it ; the Powers and Faculties 
of the Body Politick remain the ſame 
they were before, and neither the Sove- 
raign Governour, nor the Subject govern» 
ed, receive any other Acceſſions either of 
Power or Privilege, ſave only the valu- 
able Benefits of the Means of Grace here, 
and the Title they gain thereby to the 
Hopes of Glory hereafter; theſe ſpiritual 
Benefits improve the Obligation, but do 
not alter the Nature of the Duty. They 
ought to make the Sovereign more care- 
ful in the Uſe of his Authority, for the 
Support and Defence of God's reveal'd. 
Truth; and the Subject more dutiſul and 
ſubmiſſive in his Obedience, becauſe he 
ſees it is the Will of God that we ſhould 
be ſubject. 
Whocver therefore upon the Arent 
of Chriſtianity claim any Privileges or 
Exemptions, from any Part of the Civil 
gov 'Craign Aubert; which is ond to be 
| a na- | 
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C14) 3 
a natural Prerogative of that Authority, 
will find no Foundation for their Claim 
in the Laws of Chriſtianity; for as the 


Baptiſm of a Sovereign, or the Admiſſion 


of him into Chriſtianity, gives him no 
Acceſſion of ſacred Power more than the 
Privileges abovemention d, ſo neither does 
it diminiſh any thing from his Civil 


Power. Whatever was the Privilege and 


Prerogative of the Civil Power before, re- 


mains ſo ſtill. 


And this will lead us into the great 


Debate now amongſt us, how far a Lay- | 


Deprivation does extend, and how far it 


may be juſtified, where I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew you 25 


, That the Government is and long 
has been in Poſſeſſion of luch a Power: 


This will ſhew the Extent of it. 


. 2aly, How far it may be juſtify'd upon 
ſuch Catholick Principles as are agreeable 
to both the Laws of God and Man. 


1ſt Then, That the Government is and 


long has been in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
Power. | 


It is the undoubted juſt Right of Sove- 
raign Authority not to be bounded in its 


4 k A ae. car... rk 
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(15 1 
Legiflative Capacity, by any other will, 
but only the ſuperior Will of God, from 


_ whence its Authority is derivd. From 


hence ariſeth what is call'd the abſolute 
or arbitrary Legiſlative Power, 1. e. a 
Power in the Sovereign Authority of ob- 
liging the Subject to certain Rules and 
Laws, of præſcribing to them certain Con- 


ditions and Qualifications, either for the 


better Aſſurance of their Authority, or 
for the more orderly Management of their 
Government, and all this under ſuch 
Sanctions and Penalties as to the Legiſla- 
tive Wiſdom may ſeem moſt ſuitable for 


guarding and fencing the Authority of 


their Laws. 
Of this kind is the Lay: Deprivation we 


| are enquiring after; for it is no more than 


the Sanction or Penalty of a Law remo- 
ving a Perſon that is ſubject to it, from 


1 i Poſſeſſion, Enjoyment, or Exerciſe of 


any Office or Function entruſted ro them 
by the Law, either for want of thoſe Con- 
ditions and Qualifications which the Law 
requires of them, or for Neglect or Con- 
tempt of them, or for ſome Crimes com- 
mitted which are inconſiſtent with them. 

This will appear better from an Inſtance 


or two of 4 our own e when the Soye- 


raign 


({1 6 ) ; 


raign Authority of this Nation thought fic 
to declare againſt the Uſurpations of Fo- 


reign Power. To aſſert the natural Supre- 


macy, and guard the Aſſertion of it. they 
thought fir to oblige the Subject by the 


ſolemn Aſſurance of an Oath, call'd The 
Oath of Supremacy, as we find 1** Fliz, 
cap. 1˙ The Penalty of refuſing the 
Oath was, as by the enacting Clauſe is 


expreſs d; That if any Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, 


or other Eccleſiaſtical Officer or Miniſter ; or 
any temporal Judge, Juſticiary, or other Lay- 
Officer or Miu iſter, ſhall perempterily or ob- 


ſtinately refuſe to take or receive the ſaid 


Oath, that then be ſo refuſing, ſhall forfeit 


and loſe, only during his Life, all and eves. 


ry Eccleſiaſt ical and Spiritual Promotion, Be- 


wefice, and Office, and every Temporal and 


Lay-Premotion ana ice which he hath ſolely 
at the Time of ſuch Refuſal made; and the 


nhole Title, Intereſt, and Incumbency in cue- | 


clearly ceaſe and be void, as though the Party 


fo refuſing were dead. This Inſtance we ſce 


equally afſects the Officers of the Civil 
and the Sacred Polity, the Refuſal of 
thoſe Conditions and Qualifications the 
Law requires from them, removes them 
from the Poſſcillon and Excrciſe, the Be- 

| nefits 
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nefits and Advantages, of choſe Ofrces, 


Promotions, or e they had, as 
if they had been actually remov'd by 


Death, but docs not bring any further 


Diſability upon, either their Function or 


Character. 


But the Force and Extent of this Lay- 
Deprivation will appear yet plainer in 
ſome other Inſtances of our Law, which 
concern the Eccleſiaſtical Officer only, 


The 13 Bliz, cap. 12, entitl'd An Act for 


Miniſters of the Church to be of found Reli- 


| gion; and the 13 Car. II. entitld, An A# 
for the Uniformity of Publick Prayers, and 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments; do both of 


them require from the Eccleſiaſtical Offi 
cer, after a Flenarty of Poſſeſſion by Inſti- 


tution and Induction, ſome certain Con- 


ditions and Qualifications 3 the firſt, the 
Subſcribing, Reading, and Declaring unfeigned 
Aſſent to the Thirty Nine Articles. The 
other, 4 e eee of his unfeigned Aſſent 
and Conſent to all and every thing contain d 
in the Book of Common Prayer. The Neg- 
lect or Refuſal of which Conditions not- 


withſtanding the Plenarty of an Eccleſi- 


aſtical Poſſeſſion, do put the Incumbent 


under the penalty of a Deprivation ipſe 


fatto, and give the Patron leaye to pre; 
* ſent 
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ſent a new one, as if the Perſon ſo of. 


fending or neglecting were dead; and yet 


the ſame Patron may again preſent the 
ſame Perſon to the ſame Incumbency, or 


any other; who if he does upon his ſe- 
cond Preſentation duly qualifie himſelf, 


may, wichout any new Ordination, fully 


poſſeſs and exerciſe his Office, and enjoy 


the Benefits and Advantages of it. 


Which is, I think, a plain Evidence that 
the Lay: Deprivation does not affect the 
true independent Power of the Church. 


The Power of Orders, of adminiſtring the 


Word and Sacraments, and all the conſe- 
quential ſpirirual Benefits, intended to be 


deriv'd to Mankind by them, are un- 
touch d by ir, and may be exercis d by a- 


ny of our ſeparating Brethren to whom 
they have been regularly convey'd, when- 
ever they pleaſe to qualifie themſelves ac- 


cording to the Laws, for the due and or- 


C 


derly Exerciſe and Adminiſtration of] W 


them. 

There will need eee no great 
Apology for the Exerciſe of this Power 
of a Lay- Deprivation, when it has been] 
already hinted, that 'tis no more than the 
Exerciſe of ſuch a Power, as does neceſ- 
ſarily ariſe from that Supremacy _— 
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does naturally belong to all Soveraign 
Authority; and is declar'd by our Church 
birty Seventh Article to be, That 
only Prerogative which we ſee to have 
been given always to all godly Princes 
in holy Scripture by God himſelf; that is, 
that they ſhould rule all Eſtates and De- 
grees committed to their Charge by God, 
whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Tempo- 
ral, and reſtrain with the Civil Sword 
the Stubborn and Evil-Doers. | 
We do not want Examples or Prece- 
dents of the Exerciſe of this Power eicher 
under the Jewiſh or the Chriſtian State in 
thoſe. purer Times of it, before the ex- 
orbitant Claims of an Ks, oy indepen» 
dent Power were corrupt 85 brought in 
upon us; but they are too Tong ar preſent 
to be inſiſted on, and may be ſeen in the 
Diſputes on both Side. 
What 1 would conclude from what has 
been already hinted is only this, That 
there is an independent power in the 


or- Church which cannot proceed from the 
ot] Will of Man, but muſt be delegated to 
her by God our Redeemer; in order to 
conduct Mankind to the great End of 
their Being, C's” Happineſs, and is 
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iven not for the Deſtruction of the Ci- 
vil, bur for the Edification of the Sacred 
Polity” _ I Enid 
For theſe Powers neither in their Na- 
ture do, nor in their Exerciſe ought to 
claſh or interfere with one another; but 
both of them would mutually conſpire, 
to ſupport that Authority of the Laws 
of God, which was intended for the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind; for as St. Paul aſſures 
us, they are both of them the Miniſters of 
God for the Good of Mankind,  _ 
The Separation of the Powers was we 

ſee introduc'd by the Neceſſity of ſuper- 
inducing 4: reveal'd inſtituted Religion; 
but yet the Support and Maintenance, the 
Care and Protection of that reveal d 
Truth, is ſtill a Duty incumbent on the 
Civil Soveraign if he will own either God 
his Creator, or God his Redeemer. The 
Peace of this World, and the Peace of a- 
nother, ate not inconſiſtent things, we 
are commanded to ſubmit to the King as 
Supreme, to Governeurs as ſent I) him, and 
this we are told is e Will of God, And 
therefore whatever is the Property of Ci- 
vil Soveraignty ought to be rhe moſt ſa- 
cred to us, and nothing leſs than the re- 
7 "2 veal'd 


* 


Laws do aſſert it. 


Ga) 


| veal'd Will of God, can juſtifie us in a 
| Non-Submiſſion, or Refutal ro obey it. 


This makes the Diſpute amongſt us a- 


bout the Power of a Lay: Deprivation the 


more unreaſonable. ' Tis evident it is a 


Branch of Power ariſing from the Nature 
of Civil Soveraignty, 'tis evident we are 
not without Precedents and Examples for 


the Exerciſe of it, *tis evident our own 


be thought ſufficient for the Juſtification 


of it, upon this bottom tis evident fur- 


ther, that upon Church-Principles we may 


vindicate our holy Communion from the 


heavy Charge and Guilt of Schiſm; for 


thus *'tis plain we have not betray'd the 


true independent Powers of the Church. 
And when our Adverſaries are pleasd 
to juſtifie their Breach of Communion 


from the Irregularities, or Immoralities, as 
they are pleas'd to call them, of the Re- 
volution, we may tell them, thoſe Diſ- 


dutes are not properly the Province of the 


Church. And need only obſerve further, that 


when St. Paul, under Nero, had fixt the 


Duty of Submiſſion to the Civil Power, 


though there happen d immediately after- 


ward, the moſt rapid, ſudden, and violent 
Revolutions that ever befel the Roman 


Eu 


And if all this may; 


— 
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Empire, yet theſe Revolutions, in the 
Civil State, gave no Diſtürbance to the 
Peace of the (Church, and without conſi- 
dering whether the Sword or Senate 
gave the Title to the Purple, theſe Com- 
motions made no Weachu) in the Chriſtian 
Communion, 

Bur a great Leader in vihia Diſpute is 

pleas d to tell us, the Schiſm did not 
commence from thence, no not even ſrom 
the Deprivation of the Biſhops, when they 
were outed by Act of Parliament; but 
from the Conſecration of new Biſhops, 

| fot then was Altar ſet up againſt Altar, 
and Biſhops intruded into full Sees, Pon- 
tif and Regal. p. 75. To this we may 
anſwer in the Words of our own Law, 
39 Fliz. cap. 8. That the Sees of Archbiſhop- 
rick or Biſhoprick of any Archbiſhop or 1 

ſhop depriv d, ſhall be deem d and adjudę d 
to be meerly void to all Reſpects nd Pur - 
Poſes, before the Preſentment, Apprintment, or 
Aſignment of any other. . 

And therefore if the ſolemn 1 
of our own Laws, made ſo long before the 
Occaſion of this Diſpute aroſe, may weigh 
more with us than the private Opinions 
of Men prejudicd to their own Cauſe: 
the new coalccrated Biſhops did not ſet 


up 


(23 ö 
up Altar againſt Altar. but only took Po: 
ſeſſion of an unpoſſeſs d Altar, did not in- 


trude into full Sees, but were conſecrated 


to vacated, and meerly void Sees. 
But laſth, tis true indeed, whilſt we 
mult believe our Creed, reaching us there 
is but one holy Catholick Church, one 
Communion of Saints; wherever there is. 
a Separation of Communion, there muſt 
be Schiſm on the one Side or the other; 
but then, I think, it is agreed among us, 
That the Charge and Guile of Schiſm 
muſt lie there, where the cauſleſs Separa- 
tion does. And I hope by what has 
been hinted to you, it may be ſufficiently 
provd, 


That their Separation is wholly cauſlels. 
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